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Dear Friends of Literacy,  

 

It seems hard to believe that a year has passed since our last ñLiteracy for 

Lifeò Conference. This has been a very busy year for us -and it is also a spe-

cial year -  as we celebrate our 30 th  Anniversary in 2009.  During the last 

twelve months our program offerings have grown and the training and devel-

opment delivered to our network of affiliates has been expanded to include 

more specialized training. Earlier this month we also hosted the first Health 

Literacy Summit in New Jersey.   

 

As we gather today to share experiences and expand our collective knowl-

edge, it is fitting that we pause for a moment to recognize all of the members 

of our ñfamilyò.  As well as the 2,500+ volunteers who tutor individually or in 

small groups, and whose dedication this last year led to over 4,500 students 

receiving well over 100,000 hours of instruction, we also have a corps of 

dedicated volunteers who provide administrative and other services to keep 

all of the affiliates functioning smoothly.   

 

Our Affiliate Board Members give generously of their time to provide the col-

lective leadership to keep our network in the forefront of Literacy in New Jer-

sey. We salute each and every one of you for all your efforts. Coordinating 

the efforts of all of our volunteers, the professional staff at our offices and all 

of the affiliates are the ñglueò that holds our organization together.  Without 

them, we would not be able to deliver the services we provide. We owe a spe-

cial vote of thanks to all of our staff for everything they have done and con-

tinue to do in the cause of adult literacy in New Jersey.  Thank you!  

 

And finally, to our students ï Welcome!  We are all engaged in this program 

for you.  We salute the efforts you make to attend classes, do your homework 

and improve your skills.  It is our pleasure to share in your triumphs and to 

help you through difficult times.  We look forward to working with you in the 

months and years ahead to help you achieve your goals.  

 

In the current difficult economic environment, the challenges we face are in-

creasing.  Demand for our services continues to grow, sources of funding are 

becoming harder to find and the tight economy affects individual and corpo-

rate donations.  But the need is still there and we continue to work aggres-

sively to identify and distribute funding from State, corporate and individual 

donors so that the programs can continue and that we can continue to 

achieve our goal of providing services to students throughout the State.  

 

As you participate in todayôs conference I thank you all for attending and 

hope that you will go home rewarded with knowledge and a greater under-

standing of the challenges we all face.  

 

Henry Goldsmith  

President, Board of Trustees  

Literacy Volunteers of New Jersey  

 

 



Workshop Rooms 

Session Workshop Room 

 Welcome Mount Laurel A+B 

1 & 2 Journey Into Diversity Pemberton B 

1 & 2 Sounds of Language Evesham 

1 & 2 Getting Back to the Model Board Room 

1 Computer Technology for Career Exploration Willingboro 

1 Parent Reading Workshops Pemberton A 

1 Exploring Comprehension in Adult Literacy Mt. Holly 

1 
Linking Money to Mission: Interpreting Nonprofit 
Financial Statements 

Burlington 

2 
Adult Learner Involvement in Your Program«It 
Works! 

Auditorium 

2 
Exploring & Evaluating Web-based Material for  
Instruction 

Willingboro 

2 How to Start a Conversational English Program Mt. Holly 

2 
Motivate Your Student to Write: Activities and  
Resources 

Burlington 

2 
Beyond Flash Cards: Simple & Creative Ways to 
Use Index Cards  

Pemberton A 

  Awards Luncheon Mount Laurel A+B 

3 Health Literacy: Building Skills for a Healthier  Life Pemberton B 

3 Opening Windows for Adult Learners Evesham 

3 ESOL Tutor Roundtable Pemberton A 

3 Computer Technology for Career Exploration Willingboro 

3 Financial Literacy  Burlington 

3 Los Amigos Language Club for English Learners Mt. Holly 

3 Board Member Orientation Board Room 



Awards Luncheon Agenda 

WELCOME 
Henry Goldsmith  

President, LVNJ Board of Trustees 
 

GUEST SPEAKER 
David Harvey, President/CEO ProLiteracy 

 
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 

 
Harry Van Houten Award for Lifetime Achievement 

Donna Sandorse, Literacy Volunteers of Union County 
 

Alice M. Leppert Award for Outstanding Affiliate Achievement 
Jersey City Library Literacy Program 

 
2009 Award for Tutor Excellence 

Amy DiFilippo, Literacy Volunteers of Monmouth County 
 

2009 Awards for Student Excellence 
Narvis Bent, Literacy Volunteers of the Plainfield Public Library 

Sidney Crumwell, Literacy Volunteers of Monmouth County 
 

CLOSING REMARKS 
Elissa Director 

Executive Director, LVNJ 

 

Literacy Volunteers of New Jersey is pleased to welcome our keynote 

speaker, David Harvey. As President and CEO of ProLiteracy, David C. 
Harvey leads the worldôs largest organization of adult literacy and basic 

education programs.  
 

Mr. Harvey has a long history of working on behalf of people in need and 

disenfranchised communities. Before joining ProLiteracy, he was the 
founding Executive Director of AIDS Alliance for Children, Youth & Fami-

lies, a national training, research, and advocacy organization in Washing-
ton, D.C. He is the author of peer - reviewed journal articles, book chap-
ters, and monographs on topics related to health, disability, and AIDS. As 

a project director with the National Disability Rights Network, he directed 
disability and legal rights education projects, and, before that, he directed 

government relations activities for the National Pediatric/Family HIV Re-
source Center of the University of Medicine & Dentistry of New Jersey. He 
has participated in several blue - ribbon advisory panels and committees 

and has testified before Congress.  



 

Donna Sandorse has worked tirelessly for adult literacy in Union 
County and throughout NJ. Over the past 20 years, she has served as 

a tutor, tutor trainer, board member and board president of Literacy 
Volunteers of Union County, and member of the LVNJ board.  Her af-
filiate,  county and the state of New Jersey are better because she 

brought her skills and talents to this cause.     
 

In all endeavors, Donna is the consummate leader.  Donna is currently the Vice President of 
the LV -Union County Board. During her tenure as President of LV -Union County, Donna  in-
stilled a high degree of professionalism in the organization.  The composition of the board was 

expanded and diversified.  Strategic plans were developed, executed, and assessed.  Policies 
and procedures were reviewed, updated, and compared to other affiliates to ensure that they 

were using the best possible practices.  Finally, processes were put in place to review critical 
issues so that the organization can keep pace with the challenges of adult literacy while maxi-
mizing the usage of its resources.  The tremendous momentum in her affiliate is due to Donna 

Sandorse.  
 

A longtime fundraiser for Literacy Volunteers in Union County, Donna is responsible for many 
of their current funding streams.  Her fundraising efforts through the years have raised more 

than a million dollars for adult literacy in New Jersey.   In 2004 she devised ñLiteracy Nowò, a 
bold initiative to fund services for LV -UCôs 500 person waiting list.  Through grants from local 
government agencies and foundations, LV -UC raised more than $40,000.  In addition to fund-

raising for the Union County affiliate, Donna shares her expertise throughout the state.   
 

Donna has been instrumental in helping LVNJ to establish the Affiliate Advisory Committee. 
This is a structure that enables affiliate boards to share information and resources and com-
municate effectively with the state organization.  

 
In her role as a trainer, she founded the local Tutor Trainer Association for LV -Union County.  

This group of trainers works together on the continuous improvement of tutor training.  She 
also spearheaded the revolutionary re -certification process at LV -UC.  This process highlighted 
a series of criteria for tutor trainers.   

 
Donna Sandorse works tirelessly on behalf of adult literacy in the State of New Jersey.  One of 

her greatest accomplishments is making sure that every precious resource is utilized in the 
best possible way through collaborations and innovative practices.  
 

LVNJ is proud to present Donna Sandorse with the 2009 Harry Van Houten Award for Lifetime 
Achievement.  

Harry Van Houten Award for Lifetime Achievement  

Presented to  

 

Donna Sandorse  

Literacy Volunteers of Union County  

 


