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Area of 
Focus 

Ready to Learn  Beginner Experienced Expert 

How to Use 
a Checking 
Account 

I have never 
written a check. 

I write checks, but 
I need help with 
them. 

I write checks.  I 
do not balance 
my checkbook.   

 
I write checks 
and I balance 
my checkbook. 
 
 

How to Use 
a Savings 
Account 

I have never 
had a savings 
account. 

I have a savings 
account.  I don’t 
put very much in 
it. 

I deposit money 
into my savings 
account from 
every paycheck. 

 
I deposit money 
into my savings 
account every 
payday and I try 
to make sure I 
get interest on 
my account. 

How to Use 
an ATM 

I have never 
used an ATM. 

I need help to use 
an ATM. 

I can use an 
ATM. 

 
I can use an 
ATM and I am 
careful not to 
pay extra 
charges to use 
ATMs. 
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John Doe

Paycheck for
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Dept.  of Treasurer

Jane Doe
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A deposit is a plus ( +).  You 
add the money you deposit. 
 
A check or withdrawal is a 
minus (-).  You subtract the 
checks you write or the 
withdrawals you make. 
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Maria speaks to adult learners 
at a READ San Diego 
Conference.  
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My Personal Action Plan 
 

1.  I have learned 
 
      �  nothing     �  a little     �  some       �  a lot 
        
     about banking. 
 
 
2.  In the last lesson I said that I would learn ________ 
 
     _________________________________________ 
 
     _________________________________________ 
 
     I learned  _________________________________ 
 
     ________________________________________ 
 
     ________________________________________ 
 
3.  This week I will __________________________ 
 
     ________________________________________ 
 
     ________________________________________ 
 
     ________________________       ____________ 
     Signature    Date 
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