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Find a Public Computer 

 

You can use the Internet at a computer at most public libraries. To find 

a list of libraries near you, go to www.njlibraries.org  and put your zip 

code in the search bar. For other states, visit www.publiclibraries.com/ . 

 

 

You can pay to use the Internet at an Internet café, or cybercafé. At 

most places you pay by the hour. Go to www.cybercaptive.com/  to 

find a list of Internet cafés in your state.  

 

 

If you have a laptop, you can connect to the internet for free at many 

public libraries and some businesses. Panera Bread, for instance, offers 

free wireless. Visit www.wififreespot.com  for a list of places with free 

Internet connections. 

 

 

Some stores also have free Internet cafés for their customers, such as 

certain Kmart, Sears, and Wal-Mart stores. 

 

 

Internet café - 

 

A place where you can pay to use a computer 

with Internet access. Sometimes Internet cafés 

are places where you can also buy food and 

drinks, but sometimes an Internet café is just a 

room with computers.  
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To use the Internet at home you must have: 

 

A connection to the Internet through an ISP (Internet Service Provider) and 

a browser application on your computer that gives you the tools to move 

around the Internet. 

 

You will also need a modem.  

You can get the modem from the ISP.   

 

 

 

 

There are three ways to connect to the Internet: 

 

Get Connected to the Internet at Home 

Internet Service Provider (ISP)- 

 

An ISP provides your access to the Internet. It can be 

a telephone company or a cable company. The ISP 

charges a fee for the service. 

1. Dial-up Service - Find an ISP in your area with a local telephone number (you do not want 

to pay long distance telephone charges for calling your ISP).  This is a very slow way to 

connect, but also the cheapest way. 

 

You also need a modem attached to your computer so that your computer can connect 

to your ISPõs computer using the telephone line.   

 

The modem dials up the ISP and a connection is made between the computers.    

 

You are now connected.  While you are on the Internet your phone line will be busy.  
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You may have a network connection at work.  The physical connection is 

through the cabling in the walls so a modem is not necessary in these cases.   

 

Once you are connected to the Internet, you need a tool to move around the 

Internet.   

 

A common browser application is Internet Explorer.  There are other browser 

applications, such as Netscape and Firefox.   

Get Connected to the Internet at Home 

2. DSL - This method of connecting to an ISP also uses the telephone line but 

does not tie up your telephone line.   

 

You cannot get DSL everywhere. It depends on your telephone company. DSL 

is more expensive than dial-up but it is also a much faster connection. 

 

3. Cable-modem ð You can also connect through your cable company. The cable 

modem connects your computer with the cable line coming into your house.   

 

This does not tie up your telephone line.  It also costs more than a dial-up ser-

vice and is also a high-speed connection like the DSL connection.    
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To open Internet Explorer, double -click on the icon on the desktop.  

Double-click on the 

Internet Explorer icon.  

Open Internet Explorer                    
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The first webpage you see is the homepage.  

Address bar 

Toolbar 

Homepage 

Move Around on the Internet             
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Moving from webpage to webpage on the Internet can be done in several ways. 

Type in a website address into the address bar and press the Enter key.    

Website addresses usually start with www. This stands for worldwide web. 

Move Around on the Internet             
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Move Around on the Internet             

 

i           Try It Out!  

Practice typing a web address.  

 

Here is a site that is a good place to learn about using the Internet. 

 

 

Type the address in 

the address bar: 

 

www.brooklynpublicli

brary.org/feature/

internet_tutorial/  
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Click on a link on a webpage to go to a different  

webpage. 

 

(A hyperlink is usually called a link). 

Move Around on the Internet             

Links 

If you click on the link for the 

Learning Edge, you will see this 

page with a list of newspapers to 

read. 

 

Each one of these is a link. 
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Use the Back button 

to go back to the 

list of newspapers.  

Move Around on the Internet             

When you click on a 

link, you will see a 

newspaper. 

The Back button - 

 

takes you back to the last 

page you looked at. 
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